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CLEVELAND, OHIO. 
DAYBREAK. 


LAZARUS, SO 
SHOULD YOU. 


MISTER BISHOP, 

I KNOW WHO YOU ARE. 

I KNOW WHAT YOU ARE, 
1 KNOW WHAT YOU DO. IT'S 
THE REASON YOU'RE HERE. 

YOU ARE А TERR-- 


AND FOR A 
FIGHTER SECRECY IS 
TO BE IN THE BACK OF A 


y 
COMFORTABLE SITUATION I'VE 
BEEN IN. IF YOU WEREN’T SO 

PY‏ بد BETON‏ و 


TOUGH TALK 
MISTER LAZARUS. 
YOU ALWAYS TALK THIS 

GH TO À NTIAL 


WE'LL SEE 
WON'T WE? ГУЕ 


HERE TO SEE THE 
CAVEAT EMPTOR. 

CARO ARE TRUE WE'LL BE IN 

OF My OPERATION н АС 
WITH YOUR OWN BUSINESS SOON ENOUGH. BUT 
EYES? I NEVER BUY MERCHANDISE 

WITHOUT CHECKING THE 
LABEL FIRST. 


CORRECT 
ME IF IM 
WRONG BISHOP, 
BUT I THINK IT'S 
FAIR TO SAY THAT 
WAR IS А HUGE 
PART OF YOUR 
LIFE. 


AND IT IS 
ALSO FAIR TO 
SAY THAT YOU 

HAVE LED AANY 
SOLDIERS TO 
THEIR DEATHS, 

YES? 


WELL... YES. 
BUT_SOME TO 
VICTORY AS 
WELL. 


BRING AAE ALL 
THIS WAY TO 
INSULT ME? 


NO. I 
BROUGHT YOU 
HERE TO MAKE YOU 
UNDERSTAND WHY 
IT IS YOU HAVE 
BEEN LOSING. 


AHHHH, BUT 
THOSE VICTORIES 
HAVE BEEN FEW AND 
FAR BETWEEN, HAVEN'T 
THEY? I MEAN, LET'S BE 
HONEST, AS A LEADER 
YOUR TRACK RECORD 
15 FAR FROM 
STELLAR. 


MY SOLDIERS 
HOLD GUNS. HMMM, CALL 
ME CRAZY BUT AREN'T 
GUNS WHAT-- 


GUNS. Өш 

THEMSELVES 

ARE NOT 
NS. 


EVOLUTION. 
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SO SPIKE, THIS ٤ 
WHAT WE'YE PIECED 
ТОвЕТНЕЯ. THe 
TRANSFORMERS CLEARLY 
WERE NOT COAAPLETELY 
DESTROYED IN THE ARK 工 
EXPLOSION. THIS MUCH 
15 OBVIOUS, 


THERE'S NO 
REASONABLE 
EXPLANATION FOR 
THE ATTACK 
OTHERWISE. 


50 YOU'RE 
WORRIED SOMEONE 
I5 GOING AROUND 
RESURRECTING THE 
FALLEN TRANSFORMERS 


AND CONTROLLING ЖЕЖ? 


THEN IT’S BEING DONE 
WITH COMPLETE 
STEALTH. 


AREA 24 
AUTHORIZED 
PERSONNEL 

ONLY | 


BUT THE MORE 
TROUBLING QUESTION IS 
WHAT... OR WHO... HAS 
BROUGHT ABOUT THEIR 
RESURRECTION? JUDGING FROM 
THE TARGET ATTACKED BY 
MEGATRON LAST NIGHT, WE 
SUSPECT AN OUTSIDE PARTY 
WAS WORKING WITH HIM... 
PERHAPS EVEN 
CONTROLLING HIM. 


BUT WERE NOT GOING 
TO SIT AROUND AND WAIT 
FOR WHOEVER THIS IS TO 
START UP SOME SORT OF 
SUPER ARMY THAT WE 
CAN'T STOP. WHICH 
BRINGS US TO YOU, 


Sos 
a 


THE STATE IS WELL AWARE OF THE 
WITWICKY'S INVOLVEMENT WITH THE 
TRANSFORMERS IN THE PAST, WE 
BELIEVE ІТ 15 REASONABLE ТО 
ASSUME THAT YOU'D BE ABLE ТО 
HELP US WITH A TRANSFORMER OF 
OUR OWN. TO... BALANCE THE 
‘SCALES, 50 TO SPEAK. 


FOUND О! E 
TRANSFORMERS? 
WHO?! WHICH 

ом 


RELIVING THE 


'99 ARK II TRAGEDY 


WHAT HAPPENED? 


A Special Investigative Report by 


Chris Killah 


une 24th, 1999. The day the 
sky exploded. The day dreams 
rained down in heaps of burning 


metal The day our fantastic 
imaginings of a new age were dashed 
in the blink of an eye. The day of the 
Ark II disaster. It's been nearly three 


years since the tragedy of the Ark II 
explosion but it may as well have been 
yesterday. People around the world 
can still describe to you every detail 
of where they were and how they 
felt on June 24th. The feeling of 
the booster 


pride and excitement 
jets began their liftoff. Joyous 
f 

later by feelings of tortured 
helplessness and sorrow. And like a 


lings, stomped out only minut 


fading star the ambitions of all of 
humanity vanished into thin air. Just 
like that. 

Of course nothing happens "just 
like that". 
explanation. Nothing is without 
reason. And so the Ark II disaster 
In this 


Everything has an 


must too be explained 
article we not only reminisce upon 
the grandeur of the months leading 
up to the event but we also examine 
some possible explanations as to what 
may have caused the tragedy 

June 24th, 1999 was indeed one of humanity's 
dark moments. However, in the weeks leading 
up to the tragedy, humanity actually lived one of 
its finest. 

For years caught in the crossfire between the 
Autobots and the Decepticons, governments across 
the world decided they would no longer stand idle. 
On May 4th, 1998 the World Leaders gathered for 
а summit, no longer willing to sit back and watch 
these giant alien robots decide our fate. With a 
unanimous vote, the World Leaders authorized the 
initiation of Operation Liberation. The operation 


The Explosio 


A freak accident or Mechanical Negligence? 


ordered all major World powers to militarize and 


begin a unified assault on the Decepticons. The alien 
civil war would end, our leaders vowed, no matter 
what the cost. 

And the cost was great. Led into battle by Autobot 
leader Optimus Prime, the human casualties were 
plentiful. The Decepticons were fierce in what would 
turn out to be their final stance. With mammoth laser 
cannons fueled by converted energy drained from our 
own Earth (a peculiar matter referred to as "Energon"), 
Megatron and his army of warriors unleashed a blaze 
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of laser fire that shook the Earth to its core. Many 
witnesses on the scene of the fateful battle described 
the event as both spectacular and horrifying. One 
eyewitness was quoted as saying, "it was like every 
star in the universe had decided to all of a sudden 
crash down on Earth". 

For a few days it seemed that Operation 
Liberation would fail horribly. With human 
casualties escalating and Autobot assaults unable to 
penetrate Decepticon headquarters, it seemed 
Megatron would weather the storm. That is, until an 
act of sheer heroism turned the tide. Without 
warning or authorization, Canadian pilot Rudy "Red" 
Kingsley flew his fighter jet right into the heart of 
Decepticon headquarters. The explosion rattled the 
Decepticons just enough for the Autobot-led armies 
to penetrate the fortress. Kingsley's heroism was 
the difference. Rattled and injured from the 
unexpected act of selflessness, the Decepticons were 
defeated and captured, finally bringing an end to the 
Cybertronian civil war that had held humanity 
hostage for so long. 

With the Decepticon threat finally over, Optimus 
Prime and the Autobots decided it was time to return 


"Sparkplug" Witwicky seen here with 
Optimus Prime the day before the disaster. 


_ to their home planet of Cybertron. Again with the 
help of nations across the world, a giant spaceship 
was built; The Ark II, named after the original ship 
that brought the Transformers to Earth. The Ark II 
was an engineering marvel, huge enough to carry 
all of the Autobots and the captured Decepticons. 
Indeed, the ship was a defining example of what 
humanity is capable of when working as a whole. 


In exchange for our help, the Autobots offered to 
bring to Cybertron a small crew of humans. The offer 
was as intriguing as it was spectacular. The Autobots 
would guarantee the human crew complete freedom to 
roam Planet Cybertron and study it as it deemed fit. 
The crew could stay as long as it wanted and was allowed 
to bring back any and all findings deemed ‘useful’ to 
the progression of mankind. It didn't take long for the 
offer to be accepted and the crew assembled. 

Hundreds of men and women were interviewed and 
from those hundreds seven were selected: Mark Marsh 
(39), a mechanical engineer from New York; Akira 
Yashimura (42), a biologist from Tokyo; Rolf Meyer 
(29), a chemist from Berlin; Linda Richards (33), a 
sociologist also from New York; Rudolph Vesic (62), 
an architect from Moscow; Henry Lanson (34), 
Professor of Religion at Oxford; and "Sparkplug" 
Witwicky (55), a mechanic from Cleveland whose 
past relations with the Autobots would allow him to 
serve as the perfect moderator between robot and crew. 

The Magnificent Seven, as they were soon 
nicknamed, represented the dawning of a new age. 
With the findings this crew would bring back surely, 
we thought, humanity would be vaulted into the 
twenty-first century, evolution ours to exploit. But as 
the world soon discovered evolution has a strange way 
of maintaining order: June 24th, 1999. 

The official reason given for the explosion is 
"mechanical failure", although this term has never been 
explained. Some theorists suggest that the weight of 
the ship's occupants put an intolerable amount of strain 
on the engines, resulting in a mid-air meltdown. 
Others--like General Robert Hallo, head of Military 
Development in the United States and a member of the 
crew selection committee--have suggested that one of 
the ship's fuel chambers was not properly locked down 
and that a fuel leak was ignited once the ship entered 
Earth's outer atmosphere. No one knows for sure. 
The ship was so completely annihilated by the explosion 
that only small fragments have since been found. It 
is estimated that much of the remnants of the explosion 
lie at the bottom of the Arctic Ocean floor but to this 
day discoveries have been few and far between. 

Was the explosion a cruel act of Nature? A random, 
chance accident, one for which no amount of planning 
could have prevented? Or is it possible that the tragedy 
was the result of mechanical negligence? And if so, 
why hasn't anyone paid the price? We posed these 
questions to the most prominent international Astro- 
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ART BY: PAT LEE ART BY: JO CHEN ART BY: PAT LEE 
The triumphant return of А killer hires Nagawa to Admist a terrible 
the Transformers tothe (Һе most dangerous area war of sword and 
world of comic books of the city, challenging him magic, 6 heroes £ 
continues with this, the to try and stop another fight a battle 
second of the six-issue brutal murder before it against the 

mini series. happens Vampire 


Hordes. 


Starscream 
smirking at you 
while you work, 
play, and even 
while you sleep! 


ART BY: PAT LEE 
SIZE: 26 1/2 X 39 1/2 
PREDAKING LITHOGRAPH STARSCREAM 
ART BY: GUIDO GUIDI SIZE: 18 X 24 
Dreamwave's first Lithograph on Transformers. Beautifully 
drawn by Guido Guidi, and brought to life with vibrant colors. 


Dreamwave would like to thank..... 
Dreamwave would like to thank everyone that had an effect on this awesome book! 

From D. Fortier to A. Lee, from Hasbro, Inc. to Quebecor, everyone has been great in 

helping make this book the best product possible. There's Diamond Distributors and 

Wizard that helped gain us coverage (and not to forget Newsarama). 

Pat & Roger : If we had the space, we'd thank every member of the Dreamwave team. Literally 
everyone in the studio had some effect on this comic, and it couldn't have been done without them 

The hours put in were crazy, but the quality put out was worth it! We couldn't have done it without 

Derek and Rob, for getting the product out on time, and Adam, for hooking shit up, and doing what others 
had no desire to do! Finally, thanks to the retailers and fans for buying our book (you know who you are). 


Art by Matt Nelson 


